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AMFNDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Wis listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in this 
application. 



LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 (Previously Presented) A gable top package for pourable food products 
produced by folding and sealing a sheet packaging material and comprising a gabled 
top portion including front and back sloping top walls joined together at a top 
transversal seal and a pair of side top walls connecting respective lateral edges of 
said front and back sloping top walls, each of said side top walls being obtained by 
folding a respective portion of the sheet packaging material along predetermined 
crease lines delimiting a number of panels, wherein said crease lines are determined 
among a plurality of possible crease lines designed so as the forming of the side top 
walls is performed by rotations of said panels as rigid bodies about their respective 
crease lines. 

2. (Previously Presented) A package as claimed in claim 1 . wherein the 
crease lines for forming the side top walls are obtained by choosing at least a value 
of a top angle formed, along each side top wall, between opposite edges thereof 
converging to said top tran&vensal seal, and a value of the length of one of said front 
and back sloping top walls along a direction crosswise to said top transversal seal. 

3. (Previously Presented) A package as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
package is obtained from an intermediate pack having a prismatic main portion and 
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at least a tapered end portion delimited by said top transversal seal, defining said 
front and back sloping top walls and provided with opposite protruding lateral flaps 
designed to be folded out of a package top volume available for the food product for 
obtaining said side top wails. 

4. (Previously Presented) A package as claimed in Claim 3, wherein each 
of said lateral flaps has one side adjacent to one of said front and back sloping top 
walls and another side formed by a relative end portion of said top transversal seal 
and positioned adjacent to another of said front and back sloping top walls. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method for dimensioning a gable-top package 
for pourable food products obtained by folding and sealing a sheet packaging 
material, said package comprising a gabled top portion including front and back 
sloping top walls joined together at a top transversal seal, and a pair of side top walls 
connecting respective lateral edges of said front and back sloping top walls and 
obtained by folding respective portions of the sheet packaging material along 
predetermined crease lines delimiting a number of panels, said method comprising 
determining a position and extension of said crease lines so that forming of the side 
top walls is performed by rotations of said panels as rigid bodies about their 
respective crease lines. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein said 
determining of the position and extension of said crease lines is performed by 
choosing desired values of at least a top angle formed, along each side top wall, 
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between opposite edges thereof converging to said top transversal seal, and a 
length of one of said front and back sloping top walls along a direction crosswise to 
said top transversal seal. 



p.04 



7. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein said 
determining of the position and extension of said crease lines comprises designing, 
in a portion of said sheet packaging material destined to form the gabled top portion 
of the package: 

- a first transversal crease line {34-) delimiting said top transversal seal; 

- a second transversal crease line forming horizontal corners of said gabled 
top portion and positioned at a distance from said first transversal crease line equal 

to said chosen length: 

- a number of longitudinal crease lines delimiting, together with said first and 
second transversal crease lines, a couple of first zones defining said side top walls 
and a couple of second zones defining said front and back sloping top walls, said 
longitudinal crease lines forming with respective portions of said second transversal 
crease line external to said first zones, respective angles equal to said chosen top 
angle; and 

- a number of internal crease lines, which are located within each said first 
zone and whose orientation is determined by geometric relations obtained by 
considering that the panels have to be rotated as rigid bodies during the forming of 
the gabled top portion. 
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8 (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein said 
internal crease lines comprise, for each said first zone, a couple of first inclined 
crease lines joined at said first transversal crease line and delimiting an isosceles 
triangle With said second transversal crease line, wherein the designing of said 
internal crease lines in each first zone comprises calculating an angle formed by 
each first inclined crease line with a portion of said second transversa! crease line 
defining a side of said isosceles triangle, through the formula: 



wherein c references a width of the package to be formed. 

9. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said 
internal crease lines comprise, for each said first zone, three second inclined crease 
lines extending from an intermediate point located within said isosceles triangle to 



comprises calculating an angle formed by said second inclined crease lines with 
respective said first inclined crease lines through the formula: 



wherein 6 references an angle formed between each longitudinal crease line and an 
adjacent first inclined crease line, whilst 6j references an angle formed by each 
longitudinal crease line with a portion of said second transversal crease line defining 




respective vertex thereof, wherein the designing of said internal crease lines 
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a side of said isosceles triangle, after folding of the gabled top portion has been 
completed. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9, wherein said 
internal crease lines comprise, for each said first zone, a third inclined crease line 
(65; 66) extending from said intermediate point to said first transversal crease line, 
intersecting one of said first inclined crease lines and divided by said one of said first 
inclined crease lines into a first and a second portion forming therebetween angles 
different from 180* and located outside and inside said isosceles triangle, 
respectively, wherein said designing of said internal crease lines comprises 
calculating an angle formed by said first portion of said third inclined crease line with 
the portion of said first transversal crease line located inside each said first zone, 
through the formula: 



wherein h references a length of longitudinal crease lines. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A sheet packaging material adapted to be folded 
ale^g pEedeiemiin od cr e as e lines and sealed for producing a gable-top package for 
pourable food products, wtereir>-said-Grease-lmes-are dimens ioned accord ing t o th e 
method as claim ed -i n claim 5 the sheet packaging material compr ising 
predetermined cre a se lines a rr anged and c onfigured to produce th e qable4op 



y 
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p ackage ha v ing front and back siooino too walls joined together at a top transversa l 
seal an d a pair of si de top wa lls connectin g respective l ateral edg es of the fr on t and 
b ack slopin g top walls h y folding respective portions of the s heet packaging material 
along the predetermi n ed crease l i nes delimiting a plurality of panels , said crea te 
line s being po sitioned a n d extendin g on the sh e et packag in g materia l, so that 
formati on of the side top wa ll s is perfor med by rotations of the panels as rigid bodies 
about th eir respec ti ve crease lines. 

12. (Currently Amended) A sheet packaging material adapted to be folded 
alo^g pFedetermine4-GFease-tees and sealed for producing a gable-top package for 
pourable food products accor d ing to Claim 11 . wherein said crease lines afe 
dime»6ione4^iGG^:ding4Q4hd method-a* daimed4n-claim-§ delimit seven of said 
p anels . 

13. (Currently Amended) A sheet packaging material adapted to be folded 
ateng pfe^etermiR^d-Grease-imes and sealed for producing a gable-top package for 
pourable food products acc ording to C laim 11 , wherein said crease lines afe 
c^TOefwione^-aGGord^^g-^he m e thod a s claim ed i n cla i m 7 comprise: 

a, fi rst trans v ersal cre a se line d e limiting a r egion fo r ming the t op transv e rsal 
s eal upon folding the sheet packaging material; 

a second transversal crease line forming horizontal corners of the gabled top 
portion jjrjonjol ding the s heet pac k aging ma terial and positioned at a dis t ance fro m 
$aid fir ^t transversal crease line; 
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a plurality of first longitudina l urease lines delimiting, together with the first and 
second tran sv ersal crease li nes, plural f irs t zones defi ni ng the side to p walls an d 
plural s econd zones defining the front and back s l oping top wa l ls, the first 
lo ngitudinal crease lines form in g with respe c tive portions of the secon d transversal 
creas e line extern al to the first zo nes, respec tiv e angles e ou al to a top angle; and 

a plurality of internal crease tines located within eac h of the first zones and 
o riented to permit the panels to be r ot ated as rigid bodies duri ng the formi ng of the 
gab led top port ion. 

14. (Currently Amended) A sheet packaging material adapted to be folded 
aleBg-pfede term i n e d cre ase l inec and sealed for producing a gable-top package for 
pourable food products according to Claim 13 , wherein said c r e as e lin es afe 
dmensioHe4-acc©?di«g-to th e m e tho d as daim e d -tn-etaim-S the internal crease lines 
compr ise, for e ac h first zon e , a plurality of first incl in ed crease ii nes joined at the first 
transve r sal crease l ine and delimiting an isosceles triangle with th e second 
transv ersal crease line, the crease lines being configu r ed by calcu lating an angle B 
formed bv each fi rs t inclined cr ease line wi th a porti o n of the se c ond transv ersal 
crease line defining a side of the isosceles triangle according to a formula: 



wherein c is a width of the package to be formed determined bv a d istance be tween 
two s econd longitudinal c rease lin e s forming s ide corn er s of the p a ckage up on. 




folding . 
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15. (Currently Amended) A sheet packaging material adapted to be folded 
atettg-predete rm i n e d cr ease lines and sealed for producing a gable-top package for 
pourabie food products according to Claim 14 , wherein sa^-crea s e li n e s arc 
dimensioned accord i ng to the metho d as cla i m ed in claim-0 the internal crea se lines 
comprise, for each fi rst zone, three second inclined crea s e lines extending f rom an 
inte r mediate point loc at ed within said is os celes triangle to r esp ective vertices of the 
isosceles triangle, the cr ease lines being configured by calculating an angle form ed 
by said second inclined crease lines with respective said first inclined crease lines 
a ccording to a for mula: 

a £-.«t£> 



wherein 8. i s an angle fo rme d between each first longitud inal crease line an d an 
adjacent f ir st inclined creas e l ine. 9; is an angl e formed by each first longitudinal 
c rease line wit h a portion of the second transversal crease line defining a side of the 
isos celes triang le, after folding o f th e gabled top po rtion has been c ompleted . 

16. (Currently Amended) A sheet packaging material adapted to be folded 
along p r e d e t e rmin ed crea s e l i n e s and sealed for producing a gable-top package for 
pourabie food products according to Claim 1 5, wherein said o reaso li noc are 
di m e ns i on ed acc ord i ng to th e m ethod as cl aimed i n cla i m 1 0 the internal crease 
lines comprise, for each said first zone, a third inclined crease line (65; 66) extending 
from said intermediate point to said first transversal crease line, intersecting one of 
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said first inclined crease lines and divided by said one of said first inclined crease 
lines into a first and a second portion forming therebetween angles different from 
180° and located outside and inside said isosceles triangle, respectively, wh e r ein 
said d e s i gning of said i n ternal crease-li nes compr i s e s calcu l ating the creas e lines 
bein g configured by calculating an angle y formed by said first portion of said third 
inclined crease line with the portion of said first transversal crease line located inside 
each said first zone, through the formula: 



r = 



a — 2 arcscn 



\. ) 



wherein h references a length of longitudinal crease lines. 
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